
complimentary photo 

taken by Lifetouch.  

We had a terrific 

turnout with over 

218 attendees.  A 

special thanks to our 

P.T.A. for sponsoring 

the refreshments and 

volunteering to en-

sure the event was a 

great success. Our 

P.T. A. Moms Rock! 

Extended Profes-

sional Learning:  

 On Tuesday 

we held our first ex-

tended professional 

learning day for the 

17-18 school year. 

An introduction to 

Lucy Caulkins Mini 

Lessons was facilitat-

ed for K-2 by Erin 

Wandler, Sandy Cer-

da, and Helen 

Jarosz.    Our teach-

ers viewed a mini 

lesson and had time 

to plan their own 

mini lessons.   

 Our 3-5 

teachers were hosted 

at Golden Valley.  

Thank you Mario Ro-

driguez, Yovana Cas-

tillo, and Christina 

Gonzalez for facilitat-

ing a very produc-

tive PD.  We will 

continue to provide 

professional devel-

opment and time to 

plan in the area of 

writing.   

3rd Grade Parent 

Night: 

 This week 

our 3rd grade team 

hosted their Parent 

Nights for their 

grade level.  Par-

ents that attended 

learned about their 

child's grade level 

and different strat-

egies that they 

could easily imple-

ment at home to 

support their 

child's learning.   

 Parents and 

students also had 

the opportunity to 

win prizes and en-

joy light refresh-

ments.  It was very 

well attended with 

over 133 at-

tendees.  Congrats 

on such an amaz-

ing turnout.  

 Parents were 

also encouraged to 

sign up to attend 

our Wildcat Parent 

Academy that will 

launch on Thurs-

day, September 28, 

at 5:00pm.   
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Upcoming 
Events: 

 9/18/17—Data 

Chats Continued @ 

8am, Office 

 9/18/17 – Carnival 

Committee Mtg. @ 

2:45pm, Library 

 9/19/17—AVID Site 

Team Meeting @ 

3:15pm, Rm. 403 

 9/20/17—SSC/

ELAC Meeting @ 

4:00pm, Staff Rm. 

 9/22/17—

Elementary Night at 

OHS Football Game, 

6:00pm, OHS Foot-

ball Stadium 

Grandparent’s Day: 

 On Monday we 

had our Grandparent’s 

Day at Cutler Elemen-

tary School.  The event 

took place from 7am to 

8am.  All grandparents 

that attended enjoyed 

pastries with their 

grandchildren and a 



Coaches Corner:  

 On Thursday, our 5th grade team attend-

ed a Central Valley Networked Improvement 

Community (CVNIC) Conference. The team had 

the opportunity to cross collaborate with Gold-

en Valley and network with other districts.  

 Our 5th grade teachers deserve a huge 

shout out for their relentless efforts in deepen-

ing their understanding in student learning. 

They are designing, implementing strategies, and 

collecting student data on how to promote stu-

dent engagement during group work.  

 Thank you to Megan Thiessen and Denise 

Vanderwall for reaching out to our neighbors in 

Dinuba. They planned and gained insight on ef-

fective student engagement strategies. Next 

month, they will participate in a Cross District 

Lesson Study with Golden Valley, Kennedy, and 

Grand View. When you see them, show your 

support and appreciation for going above and 

beyond for our students.  

                           ~Christina Gonzalez 

Special Friends: 

 I’m excited to kick off the Special Friends 

Program with a bang! For new staff members, I 

will be making my rounds and introducing my-

self personally to your class. Just a little quick 

review on Special Friends; it is a TCOE based 

program which helps students in grades K-3rd 

get a good start in school. The program enhanc-

es the educational experience and personal de-

velopment of children who may be having a diffi-

cult time adjusting to school. Teachers in grades 

1-3 will be getting screening forms this coming 

week. These forms help myself and the counse-

lor identify those children who might benefit 

from Special Friends and/or Second Step.  The 

program’s goal is to help our students become 

successful by introducing them to the magic of 

play and building self-confidence, as well as so-

cial skills with peers and adults. I'm looking for-

ward to working as a team and striving to help 

our students thrive and achieve their dreams. If 



you have any questions regarding Special Friends, the best way to communicate with me is 

by email,  vamartinez@cojusd.org.  

               ~Vanessa Martinez 

Second Step—Bullying Prevention  

Curriculum: 

 We are pleased to announce the launch of a Bullying Prevention campaign at Cutler 

Elementary. Our school counselor Mr. Gomez recently applied for the Ruiz for Kids Mini 

Grants and was awarded $1,000.00 for the purchase of the Second Step Bullying Prevention 

Unit.  He began teaching the curriculum this week to all of our 4th grade classrooms. The 

Bullying Prevention Unit lessons encourage specific helpful bystander behaviors and posi-

tive student norms by teaching students to recognize, report and refuse bullying.  

 In learning to recognize bullying, students increase their awareness of the problem, 

learn to identify when they or others are being bullied, and increase their empathy for bul-

lied students. The lessons also teach explicit skills for including others and inviting others 

to join in activities, which can reduce the social isolation that contributes to bullying.  

         Training will be provided to staff to improve the development of healthy relationships 

and positive classroom climate by providing materials for positive relationship-building 

games, classroom meetings and support for both teaching and daily reinforcement of key 

interpersonal skills.  At Cutler Elementary we continue to create a safe learning environ-

ment and improve the positive environment of our school. #ExceedAllExpectations  



College Thursday: 

 This week’s college video featured Fresno Pa-

cific University which is a four year private college 

that offers undergrad and graduate pro-

grams. Fresno Pacific University is the Valley’s only 

accredited Christian university, connecting every 

student’s untapped potential with unlimited oppor-

tunity for professional, personal and ethical 

growth. FPU offers more than 100 areas of study to 

about 3,500 traditional undergraduate, adult de-

gree completion, graduate and seminary students 

at the main campus in Southeast Fresno and 

throughout the Valley at regional campuses in 

North Fresno, Visalia, Bakersfield and Merced as 

well as online. In the most recent statistical year 

518 prospective students applied, and 327 were 

granted admission.  Of those admitted 170 enrolled 

in the school.  2,312 students are enrolled on a full 

time basis, and 1,030 attend part time. For more 

information on the school campus please vis-

it www.fresno.edu.  

Career Friday: 

 Students learned the career and duties of a 

Chemist for this week. The profession requires 

Chemist to study how chemicals affect each other, 

and how they interact with the environment. 

Chemists work with many different materials in dif-

ferent fields, from energy development to medicine 

and food processing. They have invented and im-

proved products like medicines, fibers, paints, ad-

hesives, cosmetics, and electronic components. A 

bachelor’s degree in chemistry or a related science 

is required to enter the field. Many working chem-

ists have a master’s degree or a PhD in chemistry. 

They usually specialize in a particular field. 

“Unity is strength...when there is teamwork and collaboration, won-
derful things can be achieved” -Mattie Stepanek 

 

Have a splendid weekend! 

~ Mrs. Cerda 


